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“The Kingdom of God is Near”

t has been a frequent topic of my sermons lately because my own study and
reading have coincidentally (if you believe in such things, which I don’t) focused
on that very topic. I have also been engrossed in social media chatter among many
of my ministry colleagues in regards both to the coronavirus pandemic and to the
“Civil Rights Reformation”, as one of my African-American colleagues has so named
our present times. Perhaps it has taken a time in which our reality is spent far more
at home than before and which ancient human sins have been exposed to help me/
us understand that our work as Christians is fundamentally about building up and
serving this invisible and yet powerfully present rule and concern of God over our
lives and the world we inhabit.
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My thoughts have been abuzz constantly with trying to figure out how we may
continue to evolve in our worship and presence as this particular corner of God’s
Kingdom at St. Stephen’s during a unique and perhaps unprecedented time (at least
within our own lifetimes). Is it appropriate for us to take the next step in limited and
controlled physical gatherings? How can our voice as the church – one that is often
drowned out by louder, angrier voices – be made known in this crucial season when
we cannot assemble as we normally do?
I wish to share some brief updates on where we are on these two fronts – reopening
services and participation in these wider social and community conversations. First,
what are our plans for reopening? By the time you read this, I hope you will have
filled out the parish survey that was emailed or sent by snail mail to your home. As
of this writing (Monday morning, June 29th), we had approximately 110 responses.
This is great participation, and I am deeply thankful for your feedback. The results
of the survey are included on pages 4-13 of this edition of the Evangel.

Thanks to Constant Contact (our email server) through which we administered the survey, results were
instantaneously shown as surveys were received. Thanks to our Parish Secretary, Elizabeth Pack, she has
presented them in a form that makes them much easier to read. The Vestry and I very much want you to
see the raw data, especially since this survey was simple and without undercurrents of more covert data
collection. So please look those over on your own.
The data will not decide our direction, but it will impact certain specifics including the timeline of when
we wish to reopen. The Vestry has been working for several weeks on drawing up specific guidelines for
reopening. These guidelines will cover the next few weeks and can/will be updated as things progress. Let
me give you a few bullet points as to relevant information:
•

In conjunction with any specific announcement about reopening, a set of guidelines will be emailed
and snail mailed with that announcement. I want to emphasize again that anytime the guidelines are
altered, you will be notified. The guidelines will be posted on our website, emailed, and sent through
snail mail anytime they are updated with the date of revision posted at the top. The guidelines are
designed to communicate our expectations to the whole parish that will allow us as much flexibility to
gather as we can while ensuring that all necessary safety protocols are in place

•

For our initial phase of reopening, we are looking at outdoor services only. This certainly presents a
challenge with the heat and constant threat of summer rain. But we will be able to have more flexibility
in our services if we can set up in the grove.

•

We are in the process of updating our streaming equipment for higher-quality broadcasts, including the
capability of streaming outdoor services. However, until this equipment is installed, we are currently
not capable of keeping those unable or unwilling to come included within our services. As a result, our
opening date for physical worship will be determined after we know for sure when our equipment will
be ready.

U PDATE
•

UPDATE: Since my initial writing of this letter, the governor has signed a new emergency declaration
regarding COVID-19 protocol. It does leave an exemption for religious gatherings as long as crowds are
50 or less and properly distanced. This will likely not delay our resumption of outdoor worship, but it
almost certainly rules out any possibility of services resuming in the nave until at least the expiration of
this order. The Vestry and I will have some further conversations about this.

•

As we continue to develop more specific reopening plans, we continue to see a need for St. Stephen’s
to remain not only in connection with each other as much as possible but also in how we can grow
our presence within the wider community. A number of you have presented me some really good
information and materials regarding conversations we can have among ourselves regarding difficult
topics. I continue to ask for any suggestions you have in this regard. But here are some projects
underway or being developed:

•

I am becoming more involved with the Oak Ridge Ministerial Association, of which our own Gay
Marie Logsdon is also a member as a representative of Church Women United. This organization
is committed both to continuing internal dialogue regarding issues of peace and justice but also in
researching efforts to reach across divides and build deeper
community among disparate groups and cultures within Oak
Ridge. I am also in conversation personally with a couple of
local African-American pastors on ways in which, over time,
St. Stephen’s might find ways to develop community between
our mutual congregations. While these conversations are very
much in their initial stages, some very promising work is already
coming out of them.

•

Our staff is beginning a conversation about the book Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson, a
prominent African-American civil rights attorney who is also one of the creators of the new
Civil Rights Museum that opened a couple of years ago in Montgomery, AL. From my initial
read of this book, I will be announcing shortly the commencement of a new Zoom book study
open to the whole congregation that will focus on this book. I also encourage you, in whatever
methodology you can view movies from home, to watch the movie adaptation of Just Mercy
which came out a couple of years ago. While this book is not a specifically theological book,
the power of its story in sharing the perspective of those who are oppressed and searching for
freedom fits very well within the framework of the salvation story as told in Holy Scripture.
It also gives a perspective that, before we make any sincere efforts to engage in dialogue with
our African-American neighbors, we need to look at closely, understand, and simply hear. I will send out an
announcement regarding the start date very soon (I imagine sometime later in July is when we will start). But I
encourage you to go ahead and order the book and begin reading.

•

For both of these topics I’ve shared, the focus is how we can live and be the Kingdom of God during this period
of living in the virtual diaspora. I want to make sure you hear my position. I take very seriously the danger of
COVID-19, especially to those in our congregation who are high-risk. It has taken a whole new context as we
now have a parishioner who has tested positive in the last week for COVID. The reopening plans that have been
developed and will be further developed from your input take our safety very seriously, and we are also prepared
for the worst-case scenario of going “backwards” (i.e., suspending in-person worship after it has begun or even
recording services in isolation if the numbers go up even more than what we are seeing). At the same time, the
work of the church continues. Concern and taking precautions for COVID are not the same as being fearful of
it or hiding from it. The job of your leadership is making sure all receive the opportunity to connect with the
life of our church. Please give us feedback for how we may help everyone stay connected, especially if you don’t
regularly use a computer or are unable to view our online worship. Kingdom work does not call us to simply
wait out this pandemic from the sidelines. In whatever way we are able – prayer, calling others in the parish,
financially supporting the church, helping with Clearfork or Ecumenical Storehouse or any of our outreach
ministries, viewing worship either at home or in person – we are still called to serve and proclaim the good news
of Jesus Christ. I dare say that, right now, we all need to hear that news a little more than before. Safety and
mission are yoked side-by-side. I invite you to pray and work with me as we continue to discern the exact form
that our current and long-term ministry will take.

I am so glad to be here with you.
Christ’s Peace, Bailey

Our children enjoy the fruits of the Pentecost Busy Boxes that were made and distributed by Linda Twohig and Jo Kelley!

Parish Re-Opening Survey Results
Total Responses: 138
1. Do you consider yourself and/or someone in your household to be in the high-risk group for
COVID-19?
VALUE
PERCENT
RESPONSES
YES			76.8%		
106
NO			23.2%		
32

NO
23.2%

YES
76.8%

2. Choose the following statement that best describes your readiness to return to physical worship.
13.0%

15.2%

21.7%
29.7%

22.4%
VALUE
								PERCENT
I am ready to return now							15.2%		
I am hesitant, but I would be open to returning to a smaller group.		
29.7%		
I would still like to wait until case numbers go down in our area.		
22.4%		
I am not ready, and not sure when I would be ready.			
21.7%		
I am uncomfortable returning until a vaccine is developed.			
13.0%		

RESPONSES
21
41
31
30
18

Parish Re-Opening Survey Results

3. Would you be more likely to come to church if services resumed outside in the grove?

VALUE
PERCENT
RESPONSES
YES			56.5%		
78
NO			43.4%		
60

NO
43.4%

YES
56.5%

2. For those of you with young children, please check any and all options below that apply to you.
4.5%

1.5%
1.5% 3%

90.9%

VALUE
								PERCENT
Not Applicable								90.9%		
I am not comfortable bringing my children at all to in-person worship.
4.5%		
I would like to bring them, but I would prefer they stay with me.		
1.5%		
I would be fine with my nursery-age child going to the Nursery.		
<1%		
I would be fine with my child going to a separate children’s chapel.		
3.0%		
I would prefer my children to participate in a separate outdoor activity.
1.5%		

RESPONSES
120
6
2
1
4
2

Comments:
• The concern is kids being kids - they are social and keeping them from being too familiar could be
challenging.
• I believe with masks, distancing, no singing and no peace we should be able to safely gather in the Nave.

Question: Please share your feedback of our online services. How have they been helpful? What
could we do to improve their content or quality? (106 responses)
• The live stream has been well received by our family and particularly my father. It has provided him the ability to be
involved when before he was challenged. Having someone sing the hymns is very helpful. The volume of the readers
can be variable. The music and Father Bailey comes through fine.
• I have not watched online services. I don’t enjoy viewing service on the computer.
• Looking forward to the new equipment. I am grateful to Adam, Simon, and the entire production team for the
quality they have been able to achieve under difficult circumstances.
• The live streaming services have been helpful, in that they have offered a way to be able to still feel connected to
the church. Seeing and hearing Father Bailey, Simon, Elizabeth, Adam, and everyone else who has participated is
reassuring. If it is possible to provide live chatting without having to create a personal youtube channel, that would
be helpful.
• 1. Thank you for this service. 2. In spite of not having in-person worship, these live stream and YouTube Compline
services continue to keep us connected somewhat as a community.
• We have enjoyed having access to online services
• I haven’t been tuning in.
• This is a great idea The streamed services have been Excellent
• Love. Every single sermon.
• Continue to build our on-line muscle/presence.
• It’s a vital tool whose importance will continue to increase.
• Online services have been marvelous. Any production glitches will likely be smoothed out with new audio/video
installation. Kudos to the team!
• I am not technical so I cannot answer how to improve, but I found the sound quality of the live-stream services to be
very poor.
• Great idea. Like it.
• It has been a great experience.
• I love the online services. Perfect for those of us who have physical problems getting to church
• Having the lector at the service in person makes it more comprehensive, that is, easier to follow.
• Also, maybe a little more volume and with a better microphone might help.
• Very well done. On-line services have worked well and using different people in the lessons and music keeps it
fresh. The pace and movement from one part of the service to another is good. The music for the on-line services is
particularly moving and meaningful.
• Look forward to the E-News. Nothing to add on improvements or quality. Looks great.
• We like them. Food for the soul.
• It has been good to be able to join in worship knowing fellow parish members are worshiping at the same time
together. Singing the hymns and chanting the psalms has gotten easier with practice.
• Thanks to all who have made this possible.
• I like the idea that if I have to miss a service, I can go online and find the service, especially the sermons.
• You have done very well, very quickly with the resources you have. Improving the audio quality with microphones
will help a good deal.
• I don’t know how to live-stream. Have not been able to participate. Not computer savvy. Don’t have cable, either.
• I have enjoyed it tremendously and appreciate so much the effort that goes into making it happen. They are
professional in every way and I have no suggestions about content or quality.
• I also think that continuing the live-streaming is a great contribution to our ministry. I even like the fact that I can
access services later if I need to refresh my memory about parts of the sermon!
• I appreciate very much the live-stream services - they have kept us connected to St. Stephens while keeping us safe as
we navigate how to deal with this virus. The content and quality has been good, other than occasional internet delays
as people do the readings from home. I think we all are understanding of that.
• I love the online services and Father Bailey and everyone is doing a fabulous job. I think his sermons are meaningful
and relevant each week. I would like to see more variations in the music.
• They are wonderful. I’d like for them to continue.
• My husband and I really enjoy and appreciate the online services. I think that is wonderful that they will continue
even after a vaccine is developed so that everyone will be able to hear the service.
• Thank you so much

• I think a very good job has been done on developing the streaming of services, especially considering how quickly it was
done.
• The only issue I have is trying to make out speech in the chapel because of poor acoustics.
• Many friends have commented to me on how meaningful they have found the services. It has helped them feel
connected.
• Streaming has been excellent and I know that you are anticipating new equipment so I will continue to participate in
streaming services.
• They have been very helpful.
• Both my spouse and I have enjoyed the online services
• We love the online service.
• This is really terrific for our shut-ins. Some area assisted living places may have several of our parishioners. With a little
help, they might want to gather as a group and watch a worship together.
• The online services are excellent! Well done! I appreciate all the hard work behind the scenes that make them possible!
• The stream services are wonderful. Thank you very much. I would be also glad to participate as a reader.
• The online services have been wonderful. It has kept us connected in a visual spirit.
• I like the online service and would sometimes use it as an alternative to being in the physical church.
• Very well done, and very helpful
• While online is not the same as in person I get peace from the familiarity of the words, and joy from seeing that the
people, who I love, are still well.
• Nothing!
• We have enjoyed them
• I have been appreciating the service. Music, sermon, prayers, scripture. All that is missing is communion. And contact
with real people.
• We have been very grateful for online services and appreciate all of the work that has gone into them.
• I have found the online services helpful in this time of isolation. It has helped me to stay connected and focused on what
is important.
• Adding music was a definite improvement to the overall quality and I have enjoyed the different singing voices. The
internet connectivity that the readers have is sometimes weak which detracts from the reading. I like to see the readers
in the Chapel as long as they speak loud enough to be heard.
• Being able to zoom in on the person speaking at the time would be a good option. There is a great expanse of wall
behind whoever is preaching. So getting a closer shot would be an improvement.
• Live-stream is wonderful and has improved in technical quality. Keep up the good work and continue to be creative.
This keeps us engaged.
• The online services were very very good, a great help. Taking consecrated bread to beloved parishioners and having it
ourselves was wonderful. But, I missed the flesh and blood presence of the community gathered. We will be patient - it
is a fruit of the spirit.
• We will hold our breath until we can make a joyful noise to the Lord.
• Good idea. Live streaming has been very appreciated.
• I love them. Especially the fact that I can see them on my own schedule.
• Love the online services. Love the different prayer books used and the various people who have contributed. Thank you
to all who have worked on these services.
• I like the services very much. I wish the sermons were better miked to provide more clarity to some words. I think
everyone involved in producing our services has done an outstanding job and a great service for our parish.
• I have not live streamed the services. I am very uncomfortable because I am not good with the computer and would and
not be sure how to operate the services. It also would not seem personal on the computer, and I prefer to be present and
share the time with others.
• I think the live-stream services are fine...I just miss being in the choir!
• They have been good but due to frequent high internet load the services stop streaming before they’re finished.
• I’ve enjoyed both participating in and viewing many of the services and am very glad they will be continuing.
• On line services, particularly compline, have been very helpful because they are a way to keep connected on a daily
basis. How to improve: the audio on several of the online services need to be louder and consistent in audio quality. This
goes for all the services offered. Also, we like to see the people talking or singing. Seeing a black background is almost a
metaphor to how we feel in the first place. Seeing the person is best; seeing pretty nature is also good.
• The online services are very well done. Very thankful for the effort that has been put forward.
• I think the online services have been very well done. They were very much appreciated.

• If streaming services are to continue for several more months, I would like to see a communion service done for one
Sunday every month.
• I’m very glad we will continue to live-stream services after in-person worship resumes. Not only is it a way for our own
members to stay connected when illness, travel, or other situations prevent in-person attendance but it is a means of
connecting to the wider community to share the Gospel.
• Services have been fine. However, I think they are effective since we know each other as a congregation. If we were not
familiar, the video service, St. Stephens or any other church, would seem a little sterile. On line cannot substitute for inperson on a long term basis. As Christians, we worship in commu.
• I have enjoyed the services on you tube. Sometimes when the readers are dubbed in from their home, I miss some of the
words as it is scrambled or frozen.
• I have enjoyed them.
• I really appreciate and have enjoyed the online services. There is a lot of work going on behind the scenes. I am very
grateful for all the extra work this has caused.
• They are helpful but in person is better in so many ways
• It would be nice if we could have a split screen during services so that we can read the words of hymns but also see the
cantor.
• Thank you for providing live-streaming of services! I especially appreciate the Sunday services in that I can sing without
a mask at home and without worry about my croaking voice.
• One concern: please ask the people who say responses in the recorded service not to respond so quickly and to speak a
bit more slowly, so we have time to say all the words mindfully before the minister begins the next line.
• The music and soloists are superb. Thank you for providing the service bulletin online.
• This has been very important.
• TV services have been helpful and enjoyable. Of course we miss communion and visiting with other parishioners.
• The online services are good. As always, online or in person, I would like to see more contemporary music as we had at
the 9AM service.
• Regarding attending in person, I’m not sure how comfortable I would be wearing a mask for an hour or more.
• Even though I fall into the “high risk” category based on age, I am a healthy person and would not otherwise consider
myself high risk.
• It’s been great to have them, but it would be even better if they could be recorded and viewed later
• Love online services, especially for those unable to attend. I like its inclusiveness. Additionally, if I ever get to go on
vacation again, I can take church with me! Also a way for those considering attending our church to see what we are like
• The online services have been very helpful. I have been keeping my pattern of going to “church” every Sunday.
• Online services are great.
• I have enjoyed the online services and hope they will be a permanent service option for when folks are unable to attend
church, regardless of the reason.
• I also prefer having someone from the choir singing, it helps us that lack singing ability.
• Miss in person Communion, but I’ve found services to be spiritually fulfilling.
• These services have been a tremendous blessing.
• Helped to keep in touch and continue to have the feeling of being a part of the church family.
• Wonderful. BUT the acoustics and ambience are much better when from the Chapel. I propose that only that venue be
considered.
• They have been great. It’s been a learning process I am sure and I feel as though the production team has done a
phenomenal job!
• They are great and we are glad they will continue.
• I have very positive feelings about the online services. They make me feel as if I’m still connected to other members of
the parish, even though I haven’t seen them for months. Except for better equipment, I’m not sure that I could come up
with any way that they can be improved. I’m so grateful to all those who participate and work so hard to make them
meaningful. The online bulletin is especially helpful.
• I am thankful for the services. They have helped
• make this time seem better. I like the compline too and watch daily. Thank you.
• I am grateful for the online services and they meet a pressing need. I do think that the lector is better understood when
they are an active part of the service rather than a pre-recorded version of the lessons and prayers.
• SS Have very worthwhile
• Will be very good with new equipment
• Compline has been very nice

• My biggest concern with the online service is that at times, especially during the sermon, it is hard to hear clearly. It
seems that the mics don’t work as well in some areas.
• I find Morning Prayer and Compline to be well done and support their continued availability as a permanent offering.
These services are seldom used in normal circumstances and it is good to know they are available even whenever we get
to return to “normal “ worship services.
• Obviously, virtual doesn’t fully substitute for in person, but given the need created by the pandemic, online has been a
wonderful offering. The exposure to the daily offices has been a true blessing. For too many years, those services have
rarely been used. All in all, a great job by everyone. I fully support continuing this during and beyond the pandemic.
• Some lectors cannot be heard in the chapel, otherwise, I’ve enjoyed having the livestream, especially since having a
singer join in on hymns.
• Marked improvement since the beginning. Church backdrops for remote readers and video of musicians may improve
the overall feel of the service
• I love the online services so much!! Is it terrible to admit that I am less likely to get distracted when watching the service
online than I often am in church?? I truly can’t think of a way to improve. It’s wonderful that you will continue to
live-stream even after it is safe to hold worship services in person. This will be a great option for anyone who is ill, or
overslept :) Also, I can see it as a way for people searching for a new church to check out a service if they feel shy about
visiting in person.
• Seriously, the online services have been a blessing in this time of anxiety. Thank you!!
• They have been excellent.
• Online services are fine, but there are several people in the parish without access to the internet and who are unable to
attend in person. It would be nice to provide the service - or at least the sermon - in print for them every week.
• While I understand the popularity of live-stream services or meetings, I am personally not fond of them. In my view,
such online services deliver a one-dimensional experience. To be fair, I have not viewed our Church’s online efforts, and
I am only speaking to my own personal preferences for the medium as a whole.
• I enjoy them. I have shared some with family and friends in other states.
• They have been great and have gradually improved in quality. Many thanks to all who helped.

Question: What has been helpful in the online offerings beyond Sunday? What additional offerings
would you like to see? (69 responses)
• Have not participated in a lot of the other offerings but have watched Ms. Sherry.
• I would like to see Father Bailey making one on one connections with individuals or families online.
• While Zooming is not fun, the more time that passes the more I am willing to consider doing more of it with small
groups, e.g., the Men’s Group.
• I miss the Bible Study. Are there ways - Skype or Zoom - that we could continue some of our small group activities?
• I like the complines as well as the Saturday morning prayers.
• While I don’t have churchren, I like the added childrens activity
• The weekly E-News has been very welcomed. Keeping us aware of special actions like the peaceful protest and Clearfork
Reading Camp should continue.
• We watch the morning prayer and Sunday services.
• Thank you for the Compline services. Appreciate the variety that has been offered, especially use of the New Zealand
Prayer Book (I think that is what it was)
• I missed the book group because I thought it was being done on Zoom, which I did not want to use with the initial
concerns about security. Guess I didn’t read everything that came through on the class after that enough to realize that
it was offered on YouTube, too. I heard good things about that from another parish member. Good thing about YouTube
is that I can STILL watch the class.
• A virtual “check-in” with folks, set an appointed time for people to pop into a Zoom meeting, to see how they are doing.
A virtual “Happy Hour”, where instead of focusing on the negative aspect of our current situation, talk about things that
are going well, and stories that will make people laugh or feel good.
• Maybe we could hold classes for us folks that don’t have the knowledge to do this.
• At the present time, I have to admit that I haven’t availed myself of much of the weekday streaming. I keep pretty busy,
even with things the way they are, and usually don’t think about them.
• The e-mails from church and committees, such as requests for help with the summer camp, have been helpful in
keeping up with what’s going on and ways to participate and offer help if needed.
• I enjoyed the extra links at Easter. I wish I could watch the service recorded, not live. Although I like to watch it live
when I can sometimes I am not able to and would like to have the option to watch it at my convenience.
• have enjoyed the compline services in the evenings

• I participated in the Book Group and would like to see another offering.
• I participate in the Contemplative Prayer group and have been pleased with how this is working - even with all the
technical issues!
• I have only taken advantage of the Sunday services.
• I would do more with video
• Women’s Bible study.
• A beautiful organ recital of old favorite hymns would be good food for jangled nerves. Recitals of season appropriate
music would also be heart-warming.
• We have plenty at present, at least for me.
• I participated in Father Bailey’s study of “Life of the Beloved” and I would like to see more studies like this offered. I
have found the Compline services a special time to thank God for the blessings of the day. I have liked the way each
leader makes the service personal to him or her. Even though the basic service is the same, it is also “new” each night
too!
• When Father Bailey did The Stations of the Cross at various locations around the church with new readings, the impact
for me spiritually was often like a gut punch to my heart and soul, one I needed during Lent self examination!
• I think we’ve only just begun to tap the resources of the prayerbook. Compline has been a joy to see and create; morning
prayer and noonday prayer - all have opened up new opportunities for us to worship on our own at home. I would like
to see some videos that offer even more ways to pray or meditate.
• No comment. Watch compline occasionally
• Please define “critical development goal”.
• Yea Miss Sherry! Please continue.
• Sorry. As of today, I have not availed myself of the opportunities. However, that could change.
• Compline
• I miss not being in the building, and have been amazed at how my spirit soars whenever I see any place inside.
• I would like to see more offerings for young adults (20s-30s) whether that be virtual or in-person.
• I enjoyed the book study and would like to see that continue.
• I have heard of other churches that have formed small group who interact through zoom. I think this might be
something to consider to help parishioners connect with each other.
• I find the weekly Contemplative Prayer Zoom gathering to be very meaningful. (Of course, in person is better, but these
are unusual times!)
• I have not had the discipline lately to participate in the weekly service offerings. I work two days a week and we have
some broader family health logistics I am involved in.
• Could we broadcast from or do a show on the Ecumenical Storehouse?
• Compline is great.
• Love the online services. Love the different prayer books used and the various people who have contributed. Thank you
to all who have worked on these services.
• I love the Compline offerings. I prefer to see who is leading the service. I also enjoyed the Beloved study.
• I like being aware of what is going on even if it is limited.
• I enjoyed the book discussion group, and perhaps something like the Adult Forum would be welcome.
• Compline each evening has been a wonderful blessing. We participate on YouTube most evenings..
• Compline has been great! Have also watched some noon services
• Sunday school main services compline all very good.
• Maybe a monthly update message from Fr. Bailey that would update our Parish members to the current situation and
also serve as an invitation for non-members to find out more about out church.
• I have followed the Compline and noon services. The book study was enjoyable and thought provoking. Enjoyable
because I was able to see faces and hear voices that I have missed.
• Other ideas for online offerings include Adult Forum discussions and Zoom coffee hours just for fellowship.
• None that I can think of.
• It is fine for me what is being done now
• I haven’t taken advantage of any other online offerings.
• I have enjoyed compline
• It would be nice if we could have small virtual gatherings just to see each other and stay connected. Perhaps we could
do something where we are gathering to discuss a specific question, topic, theme. Limit the number of people so that
everyone can see each other and have a chance to speak and be heard. Also, I think we need some form of virtual
pastoral care for people who are hurting and need to be connected.

• I miss the social interaction we had at coffee hour and adult Sunday school. To replicate those sessions on Sunday
morning would be physically painful--with too much additional sitting in front of a computer. However, it would be
nice to have smaller chat groups at another time, possibly in the evening a couple of times a week, perhaps on a drop-in
basis-- a Holy Happy Hour!
• I have not watched beyond Sunday
• I have listened to compline almost every evening since it began. I have found it so comforting and it has given me a
spiritual space in the midst of all this. Seeing parish members making the time and effort to do this has been wonderful
and a has helped me stay connected.
• I also participate in the online centering prayer group every week along with outreach and Clear Fork meetings on
zoom. All have worked well.
• Would like to have services recorded to watch in the evening
• The additional online offerings have helped keep me connected to the church and church community.
• Think we are providing enough online service at present.
• Compline is a favorite service. Very meaningful to me.
• Zooming of committee meetings
• I very much like the Compline services, and especially like the ones where I can see whoever is reading the service. It
makes me feel as if we are really doing the service together. Also, it’s a very comforting service for unsettled times like
these.
• I have liked being able to take part in Compline when the mood strikes me.

Comments: Additional comments regarding in-person gatherings or online presence that the above
questions did not address. (59 responses)
• The on line services have evolved and are better as time goes. I yearn to see the other members but am hesitant knowing
there have been cases increasing recently. I honestly feel that with an older congregation that the members are less likely
to engage in risky behaviors but I am also concerned about they may be at greater risk. Outdoor services seem to be a
reasonable alternative . Size of the crowd may be an issue. No easy answers.
• I think that if we have services outside, there should be a tent for some protection against the elements.
• I am less willing to meet in person than I was a week ago. the increase in local cases gives me pause.
• Perhaps there is an ability to initiate some interactive study of books or perhaps a way of interchanging thoughts
about issues. The concurrent crisis of social justice presents us with an opportunity to see what we as a church, and
community, can do to address this here in Oak Ridge.
• For example, would it be helpful to have an on-line, streaming ‘round table’ with religious leaders of predominantly
black congregations with Father Bailey and other white clergy. Perhaps we could initiate a joint community project that
would bring - post-COVID - our multiple congregations together.
• Perhaps no singing?
• I am now and have been for years, a Unitarian. I liked the people at St. St., but I am an atheist, so couldn’t feel a part of
the services.
• I will state the obvious. The Covid-19 numbers are once again increasing in Tennessee. This hasn’t gone away. It’s not
safe yet.
• We are spiking locally. Not a good time to gather.
• I definitely feel that the passing of the peace should be eliminated if the services resume. Also, masks should be worn
and social distancing practiced.
• I hope everyone wears a mask when they go back to church.
• Bailey - thanks for being willing to just jump right in and try new things to help us continue to worship and learn
together in this difficult and challenging time.
• It is far too soon for in-person gatherings. None of the benchmarks for reopening in Tennessee have been met. The vast
majority of the country is trending poorly (red), according to covidexitstrategy.org.
• How can I participate? What other means can be utilized?
• It has become more difficult for me to walk; therefore, continued online services will be greatly appreciated.
• My only comment is “Keep up the good work!”
• I have missed actually physically coming to the church and seeing all my friends. I look forward to the day we return to
normal whatever that may look like. The online communication makes me feel I am still connected to my church family.
I am so thankful for Bailey’s presence with us and his work to keep us connected is outstanding. His youth and energy
are such a great asset. I think we can all be thankful that St. Stephen’s cares so much for all of us.

• I think the church has adjusted well in providing live-stream services and keeping in touch with members. I am glad to
hear that live-stream will continue when the church does open up again.
• My answer to Question 3 is more a “maybe” than yes or no. Our experience has been that when people do gather at
outdoor events, which are safer than indoors, sometimes several people do forget about social distancing.
• I think that until there is a vaccine, ensuring social distancing in seating, during the peace and at all times for that
matter are critical as is wearing a mask.
• I am very reluctant to in-person gatherings until the virus crests or a vaccine is proven effective due my many
responsibilities.
• As a person in the vulnerable high-risk category I am really happy that committee meetings have had options for those
of us unwilling to attend “in person” meetings.
• Above all else, I miss the fellowship and the music!
• Covid will be with us for quite a while AND this gives us an opportunity to embrace new and exciting alternatives for
spiritual growth and service.
• Things change. When I purchased my first home, we had a “party line” that only required 4 digits to call anyone in the
county. I now have an I-Phone 11. Things change. And it is only natural to resist change. I remember when microwaves
first came out. I didn’t want one of “those things” for a long time. Today, a microwave is a necessity! Things change.
What can we see when we get outside the box? Drive-by blessing? Drive-by Eucharist? Sunday and Wednesday? Small
group fellowship (6-8) at church with social distancing, masks, etc. Bless you bunches:)
• What is the time frame for when groups like the St. Agnes DOK can expect to resume monthly meetings?
• The continual increase in COVID-19 cases is very worrisome. I think we need to have clear benchmarks for re-opening
and if they have not been met, we need to continue to stay “closed”.
• Both my spouse and I are in accord with the answers provided here, save for Q3 where her answer is yes. Thanks
• As far as resources might allow, putting other things on Youtube might work: “Adult Forum”, for example. Also, our
kids might enjoy doing a play or something for Youtube.
• When we have communion, I would like to see the priest use sugar tongs to place each wafer in the palm of receiver’s
hand. Both priest and recipient should wear masks and recipient should wait to get to their pew to remove their mask to
take communion. Otherwise, everyone should wear masks at all times.
• Regarding crowds during a pandemic: A friend of mine, whom I highly regard and admire, told about a time he
encountered a copperhead. He decided to prove to his buddies there present that he was faster than a snake. Sure
enough, he was, he said, but the copperhead managed to bite him anyway. One cold morning I stopped at the barn
on my way to work to see what the ruckus was. The gelding was agitated about something. I knew it was somewhat
dangerous, but I opened the gate and went into the stall anyway. I was a little late for work that day because I also
stopped by the doctor’s office and got 5 or 6 stitches in the side of my head where the gelding smacked me. Older now
and I think I am learning.
• The online services have been good. However, there is nothing to compare with in person community.
• Other than not doing face-to-face gatherings, I don’t think St. Stephen’s has missed a beat.
• I am concerned that we are having big jumps in our numbers lately. I would like to see us take our time opening back
up. Wait until our numbers level out.
• I have a hard time imagining how Communion can be offered in a safe way for in-person services, either outside or
inside. Maybe other Episcopal churches are coming up with some innovative ideas for this.
• Makes me want to walk down and walk the labyrinth.
• I would love to have small group gatherings (20) in the grove when the weather allows and it is not too hot to be out
there - maybe early morning would work.
• The choir has special considerations. I also wonder how singing will be done?
• I believe it should be strongly stated that this is a choice that each person must make for themselves. The fact that
I might want or not want to attend is really my business. I strongly disagree with the notion that my attending is
endangering someone else. Anyone attending knows the risks. Please do not make my decisions for me.
• I don’t see in-person gatherings as being wise. Tennessee has yet to spike much less reduce to a significantly less risky
business.
• Getting acolytes may be difficult. Not sure what the services will look like once we resume. we may need to think about
what the service will look like without acolytes or fewer acolytes. Maybe a combination of youth and adult acolytes.
• I think we can allow small gatherings where everyone socially distances and/or wears face masks and I would feel safe
doing that.
• Thank you for all your hard work.

• Given the black-white issues that confront us at the moment, we could have on-line discussion of relevant films and
books.
• The Clear Fork committee did try one outdoor meeting in the grove. While it was nice to see people in person, with the
6 feet distancing and wearing masks, most of us had a hard time hearing each other so a lot of time was spent repeating.
The next meeting we had on zoom and we seemed to be able to get a lot more done.
• That’s just an observation that with outdoor activities especially if masks are used, hearing could be an issue unless a
mic is used.
• It would be helpful to know what measures will be taken to keep folks safe (e.g, masks for adults, limited attendance
numbers, communion protocols, etc.) that would help me make a mindful decision about resuming in-person services
and meetings.
• Less meals or eating.
• I don’t understand why we can’t open up while being as precautious as possible, and allow those healthy and willing
to, attend. Those that are fearful/sick can choose to stay home until they are personally ready and feel comfortable to
return.
• I have severe allergies and don’t usually participate in outdoor services.
• I am willing and anxious to return to in-person services as long as we all wear masks and the Peace is not celebrated in
the usual fashion.
• I just want to say thank you to every participant in these online services. I’m so thankful for all the time that is put
in in front of and behind the camera. I’m especially appreciative of the music, and feel as if I’ve really been to church
afterward. Bailey, I know this isn’t what you expected, but you’ve done a masterful job of keeping your flock together
and fed! Thank you!
• I am starving for my church--the physical building and it’s people. I feel disconnected from so much and desperately
need for us to begin the re-opening process.
• Feel that inside services safer and easier to clean up than outside
• Thank you all for this opportunity to provide feedback. My prayers go with all of you, clergy, vestry, and staff.
• I had hoped by now we would be seeing a decline in numbers with respect to the virus. Unfortunately, cases
are increasing. I find not only that fact disturbing, but I also find the fact that most people aren’t following the
recommended guidelines of social distancing and wearing face masks alarming. This pandemic is not trivial. It is a
VERY SCARY situation and not the way we want to fill up our memorial garden!
• Thank you for asking for this input. I will be praying for your wisdom and discernment.
• One additional note - regarding #2 - I am VERY ready to come back to church, BUT to do so now not be wise.
• I think many people are ready to join an outdoor service with appropriate distancing, no sharing of the peace and no
communion ; at least that’s my preference.
• I feel pretty strongly that I am reluctant to attend in-person gatherings until either case numbers are steadily decreasing
or testing is more widely available so that we can be confident that there aren’t people without symptoms putting others
at risk.
• I feel spiritually nurtured by our online services and do not believe meeting in person is worth the risk to the elderly
members of our parish.
• We need to provide access to worship at some level for those who are unable to be present physically and lack access to
the internet. I speak regularly with two such people and, though they are very upbeat, they may feel abandoned by the
parish’s sole focus on technology.
• As a traditional, older Parishioner, I am more comfortable with the Rites, traditions, and Order of in-person gatherings.
Granted, I realize that there will likely be changes to all of the above. And, some of the moves will not be welcome to all
(myself included).
• I can only imagine how our very Southern Congregation will react to an amended time and procedure to share the
Peace. Or, perhaps, more importantly, changes in how Holy Communion is served and received. Notwithstanding the
above comments, I do believe it’s the time for St Stephen’s to continue to embrace change, to be considerate of the needs
of the Congregation, and to lead, rather than follow.
• Need gentle reminders to everyone to try and make up for missed offerings (donations) soon.
• Is “online giving” a potential solution in our time of isolation?
• I am still quarantined and cannot come to church:-) inside or out, I do not know when this will change.

Ecumenical Storehouse
St. Stephen’s will share responsibility with 1st Christian Church (Nancy Denton) for manning the Ecumenical Storehouse
during the month of July. Roger Johnson has agreed to be the new St.Stephen’s Storehouse director (along with Jim
Kring’s assistance).
Volunteers work during the week responding to phone requests from clients and scheduling times (Tuesday/Thursday)
for clients to pick up their requests. Volunteers also answer phone requests from those wanting to donate household items
that need to be picked up. Donor pickups are made during the week as trucks and strong backs are available. Necessary
record keeping and organizing items round out the many tasks required to help clients during these difficult times.
A few volunteers are needed on Tuesdays and Thursdays 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. to move items to the large bay doors for
scheduled pickup by the clients. Clients are not permitted to enter the Storehouse for safety/health reasons and are
responsible for loading their requested items. Volunteers can simply show up, and will be required to wear face masks.
Storehouse website: thestorehouseinc.org will provide additional information.
Storehouse phone is 865-481-0274 and current hours (Tuesday/Thursday 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.).

Blankets+ Campaign
To aid struggling communities in the U.S. and abroad during the COVID-19 pandemic,
St. Stephen’s is continuing to collect contributions for the Blankets+ campaign run by
Church Women United through July. Donations will go toward rent and food assistance,
clean water and sanitation, hygiene supplies, blankets, and livelihood programs. Our
Outreach Committee will match up to $300 in donations. You may mail a check written
to St. Stephen’s with “Blankets+” on the memo line, or you can call the office ahead to
schedule a time to drop off the check.

Jack’s Film Review
I saw a movie recently that impressed me: “A Hidden Life”. Based on true events, the plot could be summarized in three
sentences. Malick tells the story of a farmer called Franz Jägerstätter (August Diehl), who lives in a remote mountain
village in western Austria in the early 1940s with his wife, Franziska (Valerie Pachner) and their three children.
After being drafted for a first series of military drills for the Germany army, Franz Jägerstätter refuses to perform his
military service on moral grounds. He was then arrested, interned and finally executed in 1943 at the age of 36.
A quote by 19th-century writer George Eliot closes the film: “For the growing good of the world is partly dependent on
unhistoric acts; and that things are not so ill with you and me as they might have been, is half owing to the number who
lived faithfully a hidden life, and rest in unvisited tombs.”
~ Jack Campbell

July Celebrations
7/5
7/7

7/10
7/13
7/14

7/17
7/18

Birthdays

Candie Lisenbee
Maris Neal
Macey Neal
Mike Bautz
James Reed
Phyillis Petersen
Jim Neal
James Pack
Susan Wells
Al Skyberg
Ken Kendall

7/19 Bill Baldauf
7/20 Merry Keyser
7/21 John Murphy
Bill Petersen
7/23 Stacy Cox
7/24 Linda Felton
7/26 Lisa Kennedy
7/27 David Uhrig
7/28 Carol Ann Lane
7/30 Robin Thurston
7/31 Wendy Whitten

7/10
7/15
7/18
7/19
7/20
7/25
7/27

Anniversaries

Caroline & Ted Swilley
Amelia & James Knight
Deborah & Tom Clary
Roni & Mike Boyd
Thelma & Joe McGrory
Melanie & Bryan Moore
Eileen & Dean Hartley, III
Melissa & Don Madgett
7/28 Barbara & Brian Bovee

Where God is seen, love is felt, lives are changed!
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