
 
Service of Confirmation, 

Reception and Reaffirmation
Holy Eucharist Rite II

May 1, 2024     6:00 p.m.

Where God is seen, love is felt, lives are changed.

212 N. Tulane Avenue Oak Ridge TN 37830
Tel: 865-483-8497 • Fax: 865-483-9926 

 www.ststephensor.org

The Rt. Rev. Brian Cole • Bishop  
The Diocese of East Tennessee

The Rev. Bailey Norman • Rector  
The Rev. Ashton Sims • Assistant to the Rector  
The Rev. Dr. Steve Damos • Pastoral Associate



Prelude Priere by Langlais Simon Ballintoy

Processional Hymn Lord, We Have Come At Your Own Invitation Hymnal 348  
 
Opening Acclamation  bcp 413

Bishop Alleluia. Christ is risen.
People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

Bishop There is one Body and one Spirit;
People There is one hope in God’s call to us;

Bishop One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;
People One God and Father of all.

Bishop The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Bishop Let us pray. 

The Collect of the Day

Almighty God, who gave to your apostles Philip and James grace and strength to bear witness to the truth: 
Grant that we, being mindful of their victory of faith, may glorify in life and death the Name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

 
A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah Isaiah 30:18-21

The Lord waits to be gracious to you; therefore he will rise up to show mercy to you. For the Lord is a God 
of justice; blessed are all those who wait for him. Truly, O people in Zion, inhabitants of Jerusalem, you shall 
weep no more. He will surely be gracious to you at the sound of your cry; when he hears it, he will answer you. 
Though the Lord may give you the bread of adversity and the water of affliction, yet your Teacher will not hide 
himself any more, but your eyes shall see your Teacher. And when you turn to the right or when you turn to the 
left, your ears shall hear a word behind you, saying, “This is the way; walk in it.”

Lector The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

 
Psalm 119 : 33-40(said in unison)  bcp 766

33. Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes, * and I shall keep it to the end.

34. Give me understanding, and I shall keep your law; * I shall keep it with all my heart.

35. Make me go in the path of your commandments, * for that is my desire.

36. Incline my heart to your decrees * and not to unjust gain.

37. Turn my eyes from watching what is worthless; * give me life in your ways.

38. Fulfill your promise to your servant, * which you make to those who fear you.

39. Turn away the reproach which I dread, * because your judgments are good.

40. Behold, I long for your commandments; * in your righteousness preserve my life.



A Reading from the Second Letter to the Corinthians  2 Corinthians 4:1-6

Since it is by God’s mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we do not lose heart. We have renounced the 
shameful things that one hides; we refuse to practice cunning or to falsify God’s word; but by the open statement 
of the truth we commend ourselves to the conscience of everyone in the sight of God. And even if our gospel 
is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the 
unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 
For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. 
For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

Lector The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn Come My Way, My Truth, My Life Hymnal 487

The Gospel  John 14:6-14

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to Thomas, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through 
me. If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 
Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” Jesus said to him, “Have I been with 
you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can 
you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words 
that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I 
am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves.

Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father 
may be glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon  The Rt. Rev. Brian Lee Cole

Presentation and Examination of the Candidates bcp 415

The Bishop says

The Candidates will now be presented.

Presenter I present Cyril Meredith IV and Brittany Shassere for Confirmation.
 I present Beth Bailey and Josee Tousignant to be received into this Communion.
 I present Teddy Dantzler, Jeanne and Jim Kring, who desire to reaffirm their baptismal vows.

 
The Bishop asks the candidates

Bishop Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil?
Candidate I do.



Bishop  Do you renew your commitment to Jesus Christ?
Candidate I do, and with God’s grace I will follow him as my Savior and Lord.

After all have been presented, the Bishop addresses the congregation, saying

Bishop Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in their life in 
Christ?

People We will.
The Bishop then says these or similar words

Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own baptismal covenant.

The Baptismal Covenant  bcp 416

Bishop Do you believe in God the Father?

People I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
Bishop Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
    and born of the Virgin Mary. 
   He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
    was crucified, died, and was buried. 
   He descended to the dead. 
   On the third day he rose again. 
   He ascended into heaven, 
    and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Bishop Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
People I believe in the Holy Spirit,
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting.

Bishop Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?
People I will, with God’s help.

Bishop Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?
People I will, with God’s help.

Bishop Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
People I will, with God’s help.

Bishop Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?
People I will, with God’s help.

Bishop Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being?
People I will, with God’s help.



Prayers for the Candidates  bcp 305-306

The Bishop then says to the congregation

Let us now pray for these persons who have renewed their commitment to Christ.

A person appointed leads the following petitions

Intercessor Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.
People Lord, hear our prayer.

Intercessor Open their hearts to your grace and truth.
People Lord, hear our prayer.

Intercessor Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit.
People Lord, hear our prayer.

Intercessor Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church.
People Lord, hear our prayer.

Intercessor Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit.
People Lord, hear our prayer.

Intercessor Send them into the world in witness to your love.
People Lord, hear our prayer.

Intercessor Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory.
People Lord, hear our prayer.

Then the Bishop says

Almighty God, we thank you that by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ you have overcome 
sin and brought us to yourself, and that by the sealing of your Holy Spirit you have bound us to your service.  
Renew in these your servants the covenant you have made with them at their Baptism.  Send them forth in the 
power of that Spirit to perform the service you set before them; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.

For Confirmation  bcp 418-419

The Bishop lays hands upon each one and says

Strengthen, O Lord, your servant N. with your Holy Spirit; empower him for your service; and sustain him all 
the days of his life. Amen.

For Reception

N., we recognize you as a member of the one holy catholic and apostolic Church, and we receive you into the 
fellowship of this Communion.  God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless, preserve, and keep you. Amen.

For Reaffirmation

N., may the Holy Spirit, who has begun a good work in you, direct and uphold you in the service of Christ and 
his kingdom. Amen.

The Bishop concludes with this prayer

Almighty and everlasting God, let your fatherly hand ever be over these your servants; let your Holy Spirit 
ever be with them; and so lead them in the knowledge and obedience of your Word, that they may serve you 
in this life, and dwell with you in the life to come; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



The Peace  bcp 360

Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you
People And also with you.

Welcome and Announcements

The Holy Communion
Offertory Hymn This is the Feast of Victory For Our God Hymnal  417

Doxology  Lasst Uns Erfreuen

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below: Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise him above ye heav’nly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: O praise him, O praise him, alleluia!
Alleluia! Alleluia!

The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer D bcp 372

The people remain standing. The priest then says

Presider The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.

Presider Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Presider It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, living and 

true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever.  Fountain of life and source of all 
goodness, you made all things and fill them with your blessing; you created them to rejoice in the 
splendor of your radiance.

 Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, beholding the glory 
of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and giving voice to every 
creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we sing (say),

Sanctus   Hymnal S 129

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the 
highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

The people stand or kneel. Then the Presider continues.

We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and love. You formed 
us in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in obedience to you, our Creator, we 
might rule and serve all your creatures. When our disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us 
to the power of death. In your mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might find you. Again 
and again you called us into covenant with you, and through the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation.

Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness oftime you sent your only Son to be our Savior. 
Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one ofus, yet without sin. To the poor he 
proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he 
gave himself up to death; and, rising from the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation new.

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he sent the Holy Spirit, 
his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the world, and to bring to fulfillment the 
sanctification of all. 



At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it, and at the words concerning the cup, to hold 
orplace a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated.

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having loved his own who were 
in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took bread, and when he had given thanks to 
you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, 
all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

ather, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ’s death and his descent among 
the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and 
offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread and this cup, we praise you and we bless you.

We praise you, we bless you,  
we give thanks to you, and  
we pray to you, Lord our God.

Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, and upon these gifts, 
sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people, the bread of life and the cup of 
salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ.

Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a living sacrifice in Christ, 
to the praise of your Name.

Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of your Christ. Reveal 
its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace.

Remember all who minister in your Church.

Remember all your people, and those who seek your truth.

Remember all who have died in the peace of Christ, and those whose faith is known to you alone; bring them 
into the place of eternal joy and light.

And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed Virgin Mary, with patriarchs, prophets, apostles, 
and martyrs, with, St. Stephen, St. Alban, St. Philip, St. James all the saints who have found favor with you in 
ages past. We praise you in union with them and give you glory through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God and Father, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,

The Lord’s Prayer  bcp 364

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy Name,  
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,  
 for ever and ever. Amen. 



The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread, and maintains a moment of silence.

Fraction  Hymnal S 155
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia, 
alleluia, alleluia.

Facing the people, the Presider says the following Invitation

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in 
your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Communion Hymns I Am The Bread Of Life Hymnal 335

After Communion, the Presider says

Let us pray. 

Post-Communion Prayer   bcp 365

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus 
Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  Send us now into the 
world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing

Recessional Hymn Go Forth for God, Go To The World In Peace Hymnal 347

Dismissal 

Deacon Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. Alleluia, alleluia.
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!

Postlude Prelude in Bb by J.S. Bach Simon Ballintoy
 

The Altar Flowers are given by Katherine and Gary Grubb  to the glory of God  
in honor of the new confirmands and in celebration of Gary’s birthday.

 Those Who Serve Today  

Deacon • The Venerable Canon Jerry Askew 
Crucifer • Tyler Walker 

Torchbearers • Teddy Dantzler and Ben Shassere  
Lector • Judith Delaney 

Eucharistic Minister • Courtney Manrod   
Ushers • John and Olivia Cox   

Altar Guild • Judith Delaney, Jo Kelley, Ruth Prince, Julie Webber 
 

Source Material for this service is the Book of Common Prayer, Year B.  
Copyright permissions for our bulletin and streaming obtained from: OneLicense: #A-702267 
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