
The Fourth Sunday  
after Epiphany
Holy Eucharist Rite I

February 1, 2026   8 a.m.



Welcome and Announcements

The Liturgy of the Word
Opening Acclamation	 bcp 323

Presider 	 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People	 And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

Collect for Purity	
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.
Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith: 
Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it: Thou shalt 
love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the Law and the  
Prophets.

Gloria	 bcp 324

Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good will towards men. We praise thee, 
we bless thee, we worship thee, we glorify thee, we give thanks to  thee for thy great 
glory, O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the  
Father, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that takest 
away the sins of the world, receive our prayer. Thou that sittest at the right hand of God 
the Father, have mercy upon us. 
For thou only art holy; thou only art the Lord; thou only, O Christ, with the Holy 
Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Presider	 The Lord be with you.
People	 And with thy spirit.
Presider	 Let us pray.

The Collect of the Day, Old Testament, Psalm, Epistle, and Gospel readings can be found in the insert.

Collect of the day

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Micah.	 Micah 6:1-8	

Lector 	 The Word of the Lord. 	
People	 Thanks be to God.

Psalm 15  (said in unison)	 Insert



A Reading from the First Letter to the Corinthians	 1 Corinthians 1:18-31

Lector 	 The Word of the Lord. 	
People	 Thanks be to God.
				  
Gospeller	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People	 Glory be to thee, O Lord.

Gospel	 Matthew 5:1-12

Gospeller	 The Gospel of the Lord.
People	 Praise be to thee, O Christ.

 
The Sermon	 Fr. Bailey Norman

The Nicene Creed	 bcp 328

We believe in one God,
	 the Father, the Almighty,
	 maker of heaven and earth,
	 of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
	 the only Son of God,
	 eternally begotten of the Father,
	 God from God, Light from Light,
	 true God from true God,
	 begotten, not made,
	 of one Being with the Father.
	 Through him all things were made.
	 For us and for our salvation
		  he came down from heaven:
	 by the power of the Holy Spirit
	 he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
	 and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
	 he suffered death and was buried.
	 On the third day he rose again
	 in accordance with the Scriptures;



	 he ascended into heaven
	 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
	 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
		  and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
	 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
	 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
	 He has spoken through the Prophets.
	 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
	 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
	 We look for the resurrection of the dead,
		  and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People	 bcp 328

Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church and the world.

Almighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make prayers, and 
supplications, and to give thanks for all men: Receive these our prayers which we offer unto 
thy divine Majesty, beseeching thee to inspire continually the Universal Church with the 
spirit of truth, unity, and concord; and grant that all those who do confess thy holy Name 
may agree in the truth of thy holy Word, and live in unity and godly love.

Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers especially for Sarah, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury; Sean, our Presiding Bishop; Brian, our Bishop; Jonathan, Bishop of 
our companion diocese of South Dakota; Bailey and Laura, our clergy; Adam, our seminarian; 
that they may, both by their life and doctrine, set forth thy true and lively Word, and rightly 
and duly administer thy holy Sacraments.

And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation here 
present; that, with meek heart and due reverence, they may hear and receive thy holy Word, 
truly serving thee in holiness and righteousness all the days of their life.

We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of government in this 
and every land, especially for Donald our President, and Bill our Governor, that they may be led 
to wise decisions and right actions for the welfare and peace of the world.
Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works, that, 
rejoicing in thy whole creation, they may honor thee with their substance, and be faithful 
stewards of thy bounty.
And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor all those 
who in this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity.



In the Diocese of East Tennessee we pray for St Paul's, Chattanooga and St. Nicholas 
Episcopal School, Chattanooga.
In the Diocese of South Dakota we pray for St. John’s, Deadwood, our sister parish and for 
St. Andrew, Rapid City.
In the Diocese of Haiti, we pray for St. John the Evangelist Church and Medical Clinic. 
In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the Church of England.
We pray for those in assisted living and rehab: Jo Ann Baker; Dianne Davis; Roger Derby; 
Horia & Shafik Iskander; Allan Reiss; Mary Rhoades. 
We pray for the following parish members: Mike and Bonnie Bautz; Tom Beehan and Kay 
Brookshire; Matt and Samantha Berven, Jacob, Anna, Asher, Landon, Brennon Rosario. 
We pray for the women and men who are currently serving in the armed forces at home 
and abroad, especially Brian Bustle; Courtenay Clary; Reid Hartman; Seth Kosko; Robert 
Manrod; Alex Mol.
And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith and fear,  
beseeching thee to grant them continual growth in thy love and service; and to grant us 
grace so to follow the good examples of the Blessed Virgin Mary, St. Stephen, St. Alban, and 
all thy saints, that with them we may be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom.
Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen.

Presider 	 Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.
Confession of Sin	 bcp 331

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against thee in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved 
thee with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly 
sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us 
and forgive us; that we may delight in thy will, and walk in thy ways, to the glory of thy 
Name. Amen.

The Presider, stands and says

Absolution	 bcp 332
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of 
sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy upon 
you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessings for Birthdays and Wedding Anniversaries

The Peace	 bcp 332
Presider	 The peace of the Lord be always with you
People	 And with thy spirit.



The Holy Communion
Offertory 	

The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer II	 bcp 340

The people remain standing. The Presider, faces them and says

Presider	 The Lord be with you.
People	 And with thy spirit.
Presider	 Lift up your hearts.
People	 We lift them up unto the Lord.
Presider	 Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
People	 It is meet and right so to do.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Presider proceeds

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, 
give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. 

A Proper preface is said
Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and 
magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying,

Sanctus	 bcp 341
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts: Heaven and earth are full of thy glory, Glory be to thee, O 
Lord Most High. Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

The people kneel or stand. Then the Presider continues
All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven and earth, and 
didst make us in thine own image; and, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son 
Jesus Christ to take our nature upon him, and to suffer death upon the cross for our 
redemption. He made there a full and perfect sacrifice for the whole world; and did 
institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that his 
precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again.

At the following words concerning the bread, the Presider is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it; and at 
the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine 
to be consecrated.

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks 
to thee, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my Body, which 
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed
for you, and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in 
remembrance of me.”



Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and make, with these 
thy holy gifts which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded 
us to make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty 
resurrection and glorious ascension; and looking for his coming again with power and 
great glory.

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with thy Word and 
Holy Spirit, to bless and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, that they may be unto us 
the Body and Blood of thy dearly-beloved Son Jesus Christ.

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving, whereby we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls 
and bodies. Grant, we beseech thee, that all who partake of this Holy Communion may 
worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, and be filled 
with thy grace and heavenly benediction; and also that we and all thy whole Church may 
be made one body with him, that he  may dwell in us, and we in him; through the same 
Jesus Christ our Lord;

By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor and 
glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,

The Lord’s Prayer	 bcp 336
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
	 hallowed be thy Name,  
	 thy kingdom come,  
	 thy will be done,  
		  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
	 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
	 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
	 and the power, and the glory,  
	 for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. Then may be sung or said

Presider	 Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People		 Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread.

Fraction Anthem	 bcp 337

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.  
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.  
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace.



Prayer of Humble Access	 bcp 337

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own 
righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather 
up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property is always to have 
mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and 
to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.

Facing the people, the Presider says the following Invitation

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

The Distribution of Communion
All baptized are welcome to receive communion. All are welcome to come forward to the rail to receive a blessing.

After communion, the Presider says
Let us pray.

Post Communion Prayer	 bcp 339
Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, 
in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of 
thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness 
towards us; and that we are very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy 
Son, the blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of 
thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist 
us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such good 
works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom 
with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 

Sending forth the Eucharistic Visitor
Presider	 In the name of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that 

those to whom you go, may share with us in the communion of Christ’s Body 
and Blood.

People	 Though we are many, we are one, because we share one bread and one cup.
The Blessing

May Christ, the Son of God, be manifest in you, that your lives may be a light to the 
world; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 
among you, and remain with you always. Amen.

The Dismissal

Presider	 Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People	 Thanks be to God. 



Those Who Serve Today - February 1, 2026
	 8:00 A.M.	 10:30 A.M.
Crucifer		  Thomas Hillis
Acolytes	 Jack Lee	 Diane Sams, Eliana Henrik
Lectors	 Davyda Hammond	 Leah Bailey
Eucharistic Ministers	 Jack Lee	 Bonnie Bautz, Caleb Justice
Ushers	 Jim Rousey, John Cox	 Scott Aaron, Tom Clary
Greeters	 Jim Rousey	 Ed Johnson
Counters	 Beth Bailey, Goldie Kennedy	
Eucharistic Visitor	 Carol King	
Altar Guild	 Judith Delaney, Jo Kelley, Ruth Prince, Julie Webber
AV Tech		  Brad Hillis		
Source Material	 The source material for this service is the Book of Common Prayer, 	
	 Year A
Copyright	 Copyright permissions for our bulletin and streaming obtained 		
	 from OneLicense: #A-702267 and RiteSeries

The Altar Flowers and the Ambry Candle are given to the glory of God.

Weekly Schedule Highlights - February 2 - February  
Parish Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Monday - Thursday.

DATE				    TIME		  EVENT

Monday, February 2		  9:00 a.m.	 Staff Meeting
					     6:00 p.m.	 Gifts and Memorials Committee
Tuesday, February 3 		  10:00 a.m.	 Tuesday Bible Study 
					     11:30 a.m.	 Holy Eucharist and Healing Service 
					     2:00 p.m.	 Centering Prayer (in person) 
					     4:30 p.m.	 Outreach Committee
Wednesday, February 4		  8:30 a.m.	 Men's Group 
					     9:00 a.m.	 WOW 
					     6:45 p.m.	 Choir Rehearsal
Thursday, February 5		  4:00 p.m.	 Contemplative Prayer (Zoom)
Friday, February 6			   Office Closed
Saturday, February 7		  5:30 p.m.	 Mardi Gras



Announcements  - Sunday, February 1, 2026 

Please send any bulletin, e-news or calendar announcements by Wednesday, February 4. Fully 
edited pertinent information, including dates, times, location(s) should be sent to editor@
ststephensor.org. This email goes to both the Parish Office, and Rob Steele III, our E-News 
editor. Final content is at the discretion of clergy and staff.
Coffee and Conversation		  Today

Join us for Coffee and Conversation today after both services.

Lectionary Study			   Every Sunday
The lectionary study meets each Sunday at 9:30 a.m. in the Room 209 to discuss the gospel 
from the day's insert. Discussion is light but informative. Each class is led by a class member 
who volunteers. Come experience how enriching this Lectionary class can be to your Bible 
study and understanding.

Blessing Box in Action!		   Items Needed This Week
Thank you to everyone who is supporting the Blessing Box! Please remember the Blessing 
Box when you shop. This week, we are requesting donations of small cans or packs of 
chicken and tuna, feminine hygiene products. They can be placed in the little red wagon in 
the narthex.

Loose Plate Offering		  This Month
The loose plate offering for the first Sunday in February will go towards the clergy 
discretionary fund.

Reading The Bible Through the Lens of Conflict	 Today
Please join us in the Pollard Room at 9:30 a.m. for a Church Next program called “Reading 
the Bible through the lens of conflict.” Sure, it sounds counter-intuitive, but Padraig O 
Tuama says conflict is the inevitable outcome of the gift of individuality. What's more, he's 
convinced that reading the Bible through the lens of conflict can bring us to deeper places 
of peace, not because we agree, but because we can learn to live in the tension. Come join us 
for thought-provoking conversation.

Altar Flowers and Ambry Candles 2026
First – thank you to all of you who have given the flowers throughout this past year. The 
flowers add so much to the chancel and are then enjoyed throughout the week. One of the 
arrangements goes in the chapel for the weekly services there. The other is broken down 
and distributed around the church and out in the community. The new sign-up charts 
have been posted near the office. The flowers for the upcoming year will be $90 for the two 
arrangements. The Ambry Candles will be $10. If you cannot get by to sign up, please call 
the office.



Mardi Gras			   This Saturday, February 7
Our 4th Annual Mardi Gras Family Fete will be this coming Saturday, February 7th from 
5:30 p.m. -8:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall.  Come and enjoy Gumbo, Jambalaya, Etoufée, Kings' 
Cake and other cajun delights.  If you would like to contribute any Cajun/Creole style items 
to the menu, contact Leah Bailey (leah.bailey@ststephensor.org).  In order to have enough 
Gumbo, we ask that you RSVP by calling the parish office or signing up on the parish 
website.

Bunco			   Rescheduled
Due to the funeral service for Pastor Steve Damos, the Bunco event co-sponsored by 
Daughters of the King and Parish Life will be rescheduled. 

House Blessings for Epiphany
During the season of Epiphany, it is very appropriate for the church to offer house blessings. 
House blessings go back to the ancient church in which the church actually met in people’s 
homes before special places were consecrated for worship. Fr Bailey is delighted to come out 
and offer this blessing, both for the blessing itself and the opportunity to have fellowship 
with you in your home. It is appropriate for anyone, but it is especially fun for families with 
kids as we can include them in part of the service. If you are interested, please contact the 
church office or Fr Bailey directly at rector@ststephensor.org to schedule a time for the 
blessing. 

Ecumenical Centering Prayer Group		  Tuesdays
All are invited to an ecumenical Centering Prayer group every Tuesday at 2:00 PM in the 
chapel. We will begin with a brief time of introduction and checking in followed by a period 
of sitting silence for 20 minutes. For more information, contact Carol Gardner, 865-304-
2093 or gardnerwc73@gmail.com

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper		  Tuesday February 17
Our traditional Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper will be February 17th in the Parish Hall 
beginning at 5:30.  Proceeds will help defray the cost of the Choir trip to Scotland in July.  

Lenten Soup Suppers
Our free Wednesday Lenten Simple Soup Suppers will begin February 25th and continue 
through April 1 from 5:30-6:30 with a Lenten Study session to follow.  If you would be 
willing to provide a pot of soup--with or without meat-- for one of these Wednesdays, please 
let Leah Bailey know (leah.bailey@ststephensor.org). 

Monthly Parish Potluck		  February 22
Our Monthly Parish Potluck has been rescheduled for Sunday, February 22nd after the 
10:30 a.m. service, and will be a Celebration of the Ordination to the Diaconate of our 
Seminarian, Adam Ballintoy!  Parish Life will provide the parmesan roasted chicken breasts 
and grilled pork loin, beverages, and a cake.  Please bring a side dish you want to share with 
your parish family to round out the meal, and plan to join us for this wonderful event in the 
life of our Parish. 
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The Rt. Rev. Brian Cole, Bishop • The Diocese of East Tennessee

Adam Ballintoy's Ordination to the Diaconate!  
February 20 @ 6p.m. 

Church of the Ascension, Knoxville 

The ordination service for Adam Ballintoy has been rescheduled for Friday, February 20 at 
6 PM at Church of the Ascension in Knoxville. Please note the change in venue. In addition, 
this service happens to be the opening Eucharist for the Diocesan Convention, so it will be 
an extremely crowded event. Ascension's parking is more plentiful than St. John's, but we 
would strongly suggest carpooling if possible. As before, if you're interested in carpooling 
and would like to find a ride, please let Fr. Bailey know. Due to the large crowd and the 
heavy traffic in Knoxville at that time of day, please consider leaving early and arriving early 
if possible.
We would like to present Adam with a purse on February 22, 2026 to celebrate his 
ordination as Deacon. Please prayerfully consider making a donation to this wonderful 
accomplishment. You may make a donation by adding a check or cash to the offering plate 
or stop by the church office. Please be sure to note that the check or cash is for Adam 
Ballintoy's purse.


