
The First Sunday after Epiphany
The Baptism of Our Lord

Holy Eucharist Rite II  

January 11, 2026     10:30 a.m

Epiphany, also known as "Theophany" in Eastern Christian tradition, is a 
Christian feast day commemorating the visit of the Magi, the baptism of Jesus, and 
the wedding at Cana.

In Western Christianity, the feast commemorates principally (but not solely) the 
visit of the Magi to the Christ Child, and thus Jesus Christ's physical manifestation 
to the Gentiles. It is sometimes called Three Kings' Day, and in some traditions 
celebrated as Little Christmas. Moreover, the feast of the Epiphany, in some 
denominations, also initiates the liturgical season of Epiphanytide.

Popular Epiphany customs include Epiphany hymns, chalking the door, having one's 
house blessed and eating Three Kings Cake. It is customary for Christians in many 
localities to remove their Christmas decorations on Epiphany Eve (Twelfth Night).





Prelude	  
			

Welcome and Announcements

Processional Hymn	 As With Gladness Men Of Old	 Hymnal 119

The Liturgy of the Word
Opening Acclamation		  bcp 355

Presider	 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People	 And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Collect for Purity 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Gloria	 S 279

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin 
of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our 
prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most 
High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.	

Presider	 The Lord be with you.
People	 And also with you.
Presider	 Let us pray.

The Collect of the Day and today's readings can be found in the insert

The Collect of the Day

A Reading from The Prophet Isaiah	 Isaiah 42:1-9	

Lector	 The Word of the Lord.
People	 Thanks be to God.



Psalm 29  	 Chanted by the choir. The congregation sings the antiphon when indicated	

1.	 Ascribe to the Lord, you  gods, *  
	ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.

2.	 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his Name; *  
worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.

3.	 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; * 
the Lord is upon the mighty waters.

4.	The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; * 
the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor.

Antiphon

5.	 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; * 
the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon;

6.	 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf,*  
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.

7.	 The voice of the Lord splits the flames of fire; the voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; *  
the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.

8.	 The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe *  
and strips the forests bare.

Antiphon

9.	 And in the temple of the Lord *  
all are crying,  “Glory!”

10.	 The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; *  
the Lord sits enthroned as King for ever more.

11.	T he Lord shall give strength to his people; *  
the Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace.

Antiphon

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles.	 Acts 10:34-43
Lector	 The Word of the Lord.
People	 Thanks be to God. 



During the Sequence Hymn, the children may follow the cross to Children' Chapel
Sequence Hymn	 Christ, When for us you were baptized	 Hymnal 121

Gospeller	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
People	 Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The Gospel	 Matthew 3:13-17

Gospeller	 The Gospel of the Lord.
People	 Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon	 Fr. Bailey Norman

The Baptismal Covenant	 bcp 304

Presider	 Do you believe in God the Father?
People	 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
Presider	 Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
People	 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the 

power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Presider	 Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
People	 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Presider	 Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of the 

bread, and in the prayers?
People	 I will, with God's help.
Presider	 Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and 

return to the Lord?
People	 I will, with God's help.
Presider	 Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
People	 I will, with God's help.
Presider	 Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?
People	 I will, with God's help.
Presider	 Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of 

every human being?
People	 I will, with God's help.



Prayers of the People Form VI	 bcp 392

Lector 	 In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.

Silence

Lector	 For all people in their daily life and work;
People 	 For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
Lector 	 For this community, the nation, and the world;
People	 For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
Lector 	 For the just and proper use of your creation;
People 	 For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
Lector 	 For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
People 	 For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
Lector 	 For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
People 	 For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
Lector 	 For Stephen, the Archbishop of York; Sarah, Archbishop-elect of Canterbury; 

Sean, our Presiding Bishop; Brian, our Bishop; Jonathan, Bishop of our companion 
diocese of South Dakota; Bailey, Steve and Laura, our clergy; Adam, our 
seminarian; and all bishops and other ministers;

People 	 For all who serve God in his Church.
Lector 	 For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.
In The Diocese of East Tennessee we pray for St. Francis, Norris.
In The Diocese of South Dakota we pray for St. John’s, Deadwood, our sister parish, and for 
Holy Name, Ft. George, St. Alban's, Ft. Hale and Messiah, Lower Brute, South Dakota 
In The Diocese of Haiti, we pray for St. John the Evangelist Church and Medical Clinic. 
In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the Anglican Church in Central America.
We pray for those in assisted living and rehab: Jo Ann Baker, Dianne Davis, Roger Derby, 
Horia and Shafik Iskander, Allan Reiss, Mary Rhoades. 
We pray for the following parish members: James Angel & McKenzie Rider, Ezra; Rhonda 
Ashburn; Beth Bailey; Matt & Leah Bailey; Liz Baker, Noah, Jacob Anthony, Gabe Ledford.
We pray for the women and men who are currently serving in the armed forces at home and 
abroad, especially Brian Bustle, Courtenay Clary, Reid Hartman, Seth Kosko, Robert Manrod, 
Alex Mol.

Silence. The People may add their own petitions.



Lector 	 Hear us, Lord;
People 	 For your mercy is great.
Lector 	 We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.

Silence. The People may add their own thanksgivings.

Lector 	 We will exalt you, O God our King;
People 	 And praise your Name for ever and ever.
Lector 	 We pray for all who have died, especially Steve and Virginia, that they may have a 

place in your eternal kingdom.

Silence. The People may add their own petitions

Lector 	 Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
People 	 Who put their trust in you.
Lector 	 We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.

Silence may be kept. Then the Presider and People say together

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father, 
in your compassion forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown, 
things done and left undone; 
and so uphold us by your Spirit 
that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 
to the honor and glory of your Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Absolution	 bcp 360

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen.

Blessings for Birthdays and Wedding Anniversaries

The Peace	 bcp 360
Presider	 The peace of the Lord be always with you
People	 And also with you.



The Holy Communion
Offertory Anthem	      Jesu, Joy of Man's Desiring by J.S. Bach 	 Parish Choir
Doxology		  Hymnal 380 v.3

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below.  
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;  praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer C	 bcp 369
The people remain standing. The priest then says

Presider	 The Lord be with you.
People	 And also with you.
Presider	 Lift up your hearts.
People	 We lift them to the Lord.
Presider	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People	 It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Presider	 God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.
People	 Glory to you for ever and ever.
Presider	 At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, 

galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 
People	 By your will they were created and have their being.
Presider	 From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with 

memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned 
against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another.

People	 Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.
Presider	 Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed 

your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a 
woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace. 

People	 By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed.
Presider 	 And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, 

apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to 
you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 

Sanctus	 Hymnal S-124
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna 
in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

The people stand or kneel, as they are able. Then the Presider continues
And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and 
the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body 
and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it; and at the words 
concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated.



On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it 
to his friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is 
my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving, 

People 	 We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming.
Lord God of our Fathers: God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from 
the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, 
and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in 
Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name.

People 	 Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to 
generation. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

The Lord’s Prayer	 bcp 364
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
	 hallowed be thy Name,  
	 thy kingdom come,  
	 thy will be done,  
		  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
	 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
	 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
	 and the power, and the glory,  
	 for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread, and maintains a moment of silence.

Fraction Anthem		  S-154	

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. Christ our passover is sacrificed for us, therefore let us 
keep the feast. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.



Facing the people, the Presider says the following Invitation

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

The Distribution of Communion

All baptized are welcome to receive communion. All are welcome to come forward to the rail to receive a blessing. 

Communion Hymn	 The Sinless One To Jordan Came	 Hymnal 120

Post-Communion Prayer 	 bcp 365

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant 
us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sending forth the Eucharistic Visitor

Presider	 In the name of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that those 
to whom you go, may share with us in the communion of Christ’s Body and Blood.

People	 Though we are many, we are one, because we share one bread and one cup.

The Blessing

May Almighty God, who led the Wise Men by the shining of a star to find the Christ, the 
Light from Light, lead you also, in your pilgrimage, to find the Lord. Amen.
May God, who sent the Holy Spirit to rest upon the Onlybegotten at his baptism in the 
Jordan River, pour out that Spirit on you who have come to the waters of new birth. Amen.
May God, by the power that turned water into wine at the wedding feast at Cana, 
transform your lives and make glad your hearts. Amen.
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you 
and remain with you for ever. Amen.

Recessional Hymn	  We Three Kings Of Orient Are	 Hymnal 128

The Dismissal

Presider	 Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People	 Thanks be to God. 

Voluntary



Those Who Serve Today - January 11, 2026
	 8:00 A.M.	 10:30 A.M.
Crucifer		  Tyler Walker
Acolytes	 Jamey Kennedy	 Chi Kirk, Diane Sams
Lectors	 Jack Lee	 Peggy Volk	
Eucharistic Ministers	 Jamey Kennedy	 Roger Johnson, Lou Volk
Ushers	 M N Campbell, Cameron Ellis	 Tom Clary, Craig Brent
Greeters	 Mary Nell Campbell	 Barbara Neill, Carol Ann Lane
Counters	 Betsy Ellis, Carol Skyberg	
Eucharistic Visitor	 Katherine & Gary Grubb	
Altar Guild	 Judith Delaney, Jo Kelley, Ruth Prince, Julie Webber
AV Tech	 Chuck Kirk		
Source Material	 The source material for this service is the Book of Common Prayer, 	
	 Year A
Copyright	 Copyright permissions for our bulletin and streaming obtained 		
	 from OneLicense: #A-702267 and RiteSeries

The Altar Flowers and the Ambry Candle are given to the glory of God  
and in memory of Etsuko Johnson by Diane Sams.



Announcements  - Sunday, January 11, 2026 

Please send any bulletin, e-news or calendar announcements by Wednesday, January 14. Fully 
edited pertinent information, including dates, times, location(s) should be sent to editor@
ststephensor.org. This email goes to both the Parish Office, and Rob Steele III, our E-News 
editor.  

Weekly Schedule Highlights - January 12 - January 17 
Parish Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Monday - Thursday.

DATE				    TIME		  EVENT

Sunday, January 11			   5:00 p.m.	 Celtic Service
Monday, January 12		  9:00 a.m.	 Staff Meeting
Tuesday, January 13 		  10:00 a.m.	 Tuesday Bible Study
					     11:30 a.m.	 Holy Eucharist and Healing Service 
					     2:00 p.m.	 Centering Prayer (in person)
					     6:00 p.m.	 Finance Meeting
Wednesday, January 14		  8:30 a.m.	 Men's Group
					     9:00 a.m.	 WOW
					     6:45 p.m.	 Choir Rehearsal
Thursday, January 15		  4:00 p.m.	 Contemplative Prayer (Zoom)
Friday, January 16					     Office Closed

Coffee and Conversation		  Today
Join us for Coffee and Conversation today after both services.

Lectionary Study			   Every Sunday
The lectionary study meets each Sunday at 9:30 a.m. in the Pollard Room to discuss the 
gospel from the day's insert. Discussion is light but informative. Each class is led by a class 
member who volunteers. Come experience how enriching this Lectionary class can be to 
your Bible study and understanding.

Celtic Service			   Today
Join us in the nave at 5:00 p.m. for our Celtic service, hosted in collaboration with Chapel 
on the Hill. Music will be provided by Simon Ballintoy, Lisa Muci Eckhoff and Rhonda 
Ashburn.

Feast of the Three Kings		  Today
Today we will be celebrating the Feast of the Three Kings in the Parish Hall after the 10:30 
service. Join us for Kings Cake, Galette des Rois (French) and Mexican Rosca de Reyes 
(Mexican). There will also be crowns to make and decorate for all!



Blessing Box in Action!		   Items Needed This Week
Thank you to everyone who is supporting the Blessing Box! Please remember the Blessing 
Box when you shop. This week, we are requesting donations of small cans/packs chicken/
tuna, cereal bars and peanut butter crackers. They can be placed in the little red wagon in the 
narthex.

Loose Plate Offering		  This Month
The loose plate offering for the rest of the month of January will be designated for the 
Blankets Campaign. Please see the E-News and the January Evangel for more detailed 
information. 

Reading The Bible Through the Lens of Conflict	 Today
Please join us in room 209 at 9:30 a.m. for 6 weeks beginning January 11, 2026, for a Church 
Next program called “Reading the Bible through the lens of conflict.” Sure, it sounds 
counter-intuitive, but Padraig O Tuama says conflict is the inevitable outcome of the gift of 
individuality. What's more, he's convinced that reading the Bible through the lens of conflict 
can bring us to deeper places of peace, not because we agree, but because we can learn to live 
in the tension. Come join us for thought-provoking conversation.

Altar Flowers and Ambry Candles 2026
First – thank you to all of you who have given the flowers throughout this past year. The 
flowers add so much to the chancel and are then enjoyed throughout the week. One of the 
arrangements goes in the chapel for the weekly services there. The other is broken down 
and distributed around the church and out in the community. The new sign-up charts 
have been posted near the office. The flowers for the upcoming year will be $90 for the two 
arrangements. The Ambry Candles will be $10. If you cannot get by to sign up, please call 
the office.

Pflag Meeting			   January 12
St. Stephen’s will host the first PFLAG meeting of the year on Monday, January 12, in the 
Parish Hall at 6:45. PFLAG is a support group for LGBTQ people and their family, friends, 
and allies. The presentation will be provided by members of Pride Interfaith Knox (PIK). 
This collection of many welcoming and affirming faith communities will be speaking about 
their history and the impact they have on both the LGBTQ+ community, and their allies.  
Afterwards there will be a roundtable discussion on how we can work together to make East 
Tennessee a more welcoming place for all. Our meeting will start with social time at 6:45 
and the presentation will begin at 7:00pm. All are welcome.



Evangelism Committee Meeting	  	 January 19
Join us on Monday, January 19th at 6:00 PM in the Parish Hall for the Evangelism 
Committee meeting. This ministry works together to help ensure St. Stephen’s is a 
welcoming and inviting environment for both parishioners and newcomers. If you enjoy 
creating an inviting environment, wecolming others, and building meaningful connections, 
we would love to have you be part of this committee! Please contact Brittany Shassere at 
Brittany.Shassere@knoxschools.org for more information

MLK Celebration	  		  January 19
St. Stephen’s parishioners are cordially invited to a public MLK celebration at the Historic 
Grove Theater, 123 Randolph Road, on Monday, January 19, beginning at 9:45 a.m. 
Organized by Alpha Kappa Alpha, the celebration will include a guest speaker, student 
performances, scholarship awards, and a light lunch. St. Stephen’s Outreach Committee 
supports the scholarship program. School-age students as well as adults are encouraged to 
attend.

Monthly Parish Potluck		  January 25
Our Monthly Parish Potluck on Sunday, January 25th after the 10:30 service will be a 
Celebration of the Ordination to the Diaconate of our Seminarian, Adam Ballintoy!  Parish 
Life will provide the entree, beverages, and a cake. Please begin thinking about what sides 
you want to bring to round out the meal and plan to join us for this wonderful event in the 
life of our Parish.   

Bunco			   January 31
Ladies!! Let's plany Bunco on January 31st from 3:00-5:00 in the Parish Hall! There is a $5. 
buy-in for the game, which will be donated to the Clergy Discretionary Fund. This event is 
co-sponsored by DOK and Parish Life. Please sign up on the website or by contacting Leah 
Bailey at leah.bailey@ststephensor.org  so that we know how many tables to set up.

House Blessings for Epiphany		
During the season of Epiphany, it is very appropriate for the church to offer house blessings. 
House blessings go back to the ancient church in which the church actually met in people’s 
homes before special places were consecrated for worship. Fr Bailey is delighted to come out 
and offer this blessing, both for the blessing itself and the opportunity to have fellowship 
with you in your home. It is appropriate for anyone, but it is especially fun for families with 
kids as we can include them in part of the service. If you are interested, please contact the 
church office or Fr Bailey directly at rector@ststephensor.org to schedule a time for the 
blessing. 



Daughters of the King		  Today
The Daughters of the King (DOK) will be meeting today from 12-1 pm in the Pollard 
Library. All Daughters are encouraged to wear blue. All women are invited to be involved 
with the Daughters of the King and meetings are open to all for those considering joining 
this religious order. If you would like to learn more about the ministry of DOK or consider 
becoming a part of the order, please contact either of their co-chairs - Rebecca Cavender 
(rebecca.m.cavender@gmail.com) or Beth Reed (brussellreed@yahoo.com)

Ecumenical Centering Prayer Group		  Tuesdays
All are invited to an ecumenical Centering Prayer group every Tuesday at 2:00 PM in the 
chapel. We will begin with a brief time of introduction and checking in followed by a period 
of sitting silence for 20 minutes. For more information, contact Carol Gardner, 865-304-
2093 or gardnerwc73@gmail.com

Coming in February! Lent comes early this year!	
Our 4th Annual Mardi Gras Family Fete will be February 7th from 5:30-8:00 in the Parish 
Hall. Come and enjoy Gumbo, Jambalaya, Etoufée, Kings' Cake and othe cajun delights. 
In order to have enough Gumbo, we ask that you RSVP on the St. Stephen's website or by 
calling the church. 
Our traditional Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper will be February 17th in the Parish Hall 
beginning at 5:30. Proceeds will help defray the cost of the Choir trip to Scotland in July. 
Our Monthly Parish Breakfast Potluck will be February 22nd from 9:00-10:15.
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